Eating Colorful with the Mediterranean Diet

The Mediterranean diet is more than just food - it's a
way of life that celebrates health and togetherness. It's
all about enjoying colorful fruits and veggies packed with
good stuff, whole grains that keep you strong, and
healthy fats like olive oil. There are yummy herbs and
spices too! People who follow this diet also like to move
around, spend time with friends, eat slowly and not too

much, and find ways to relax. Studies show that it's really |

good for your heart, helps with weight, and might even
protect against things like diabetes and memory problems. So, while new diets come and go, the

Mediterranean way of eating and living has been around a long time — and it's a great way to feel good!
Key Components of the Mediterranean Diet

e Abundance of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables: The diet is centered around a colorful array of
fruits and vegetables, rich in vitamins, minerals, and antioxidants. These nutrient-packed foods

contribute to the diet’s anti-inflammatory properties and support overall health.

*  Whole Grains: Whole grains like whole wheat, barley, and quinoa are staples of the

Mediterranean diet. These grains provide sustained energy, dietary fiber, and essential nutrients.

e Healthy Fats: Olive oil, a cornerstone of the Mediterranean diet, is rich in monounsaturated fats
and antioxidants. It is used as the primary cooking oil and for dressing salads. Nuts and seeds

are also included as sources of healthy fats.

* Lean Proteins: While the Mediterranean diet does include some lean meats, such as poultry and
fish (especially fatty fish like salmon, mackerel, and sardines), it emphasizes plant-based proteins

like beans, lentils, and chickpeas.

¢ Dairy in Moderation: Dairy products, particularly yogurt and cheese, are consumed in moderate
amounts. These provide calcium and probiotics while not overshadowing other aspects of the
diet.
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* Herbs and Spices: Mediterranean cuisine is renowned for its use of herbs and spices like basil,
oregano, rosemary, and garlic. These not only enhance the flavors of dishes but also contribute
to their health-promoting properties.

Health Benefits

Research has shown that the Mediterranean diet offers a range of health benefits:

Heart Health: The diet’s emphasis on healthy fats, lean proteins, and abundant fruits and

vegetables is linked to reduced risk of heart disease and improved cardiovascular health.

* Weight Management: With its focus on whole foods and portion control, the Mediterranean

diet can aid in weight loss and weight management.

e Diabetes Prevention: The diet’s low glycemic index foods, high fiber content, and healthy fats

can help regulate blood sugar levels, reducing the risk of type 2 diabetes.

e Brain Health: The combination of omega-3 fatty acids, antioxidants, and anti-inflammatory
compounds in the diet may support cognitive function and reduce the risk of neurodegenerative

diseases.

* Cancer Prevention: The abundance of plant-based foods and antioxidants in the diet may

contribute to a decreased risk of certain types of cancer.

The Mediterranean diet stands as a testament to the power of traditional eating patterns in
promoting health and longevity. By focusing on nutrient-dense foods, healthy fats, and a balanced
lifestyle, individuals can embrace a way of eating that not only nurtures the body but also fosters
a deeper connection to culture and community. As more people recognize the profound impact of
the Mediterranean diet on overall well-being, its principles continue to shape the choices we make

about the food we consume and the lives we lead.

Please select one of our locations by visiting www.covliving.org/locations to learn more about the services we provide.
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